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Reagan Defends

U.S. Right to Use
Covert A(:tivity |

By Joanne Omang
' " Washinton Post SLaff“'Writer

President Reayan last night broadly defended the
right of the U.S. government 10 use covert action as 2
foreign policy 100! “when it believes its interests are best
served” ‘ ' :

Speaking on the eve of today’s House debate on
whether 10 eut off covert U.S. id to guerrillas trying 10
overthrow the leftist Sandinista government of Nicara-
gus. Reagan refused to discuss "specific operations Gown
there.” such as recent attacks on a Nicaraguan ol depot.

“1 do helieve in the rizht of 3 country, when it believes
i« interests are best served, to practice covert acuivity.”
the president said at his news conference. “and then.
while vour people may have the right to know, vou can’l |

-
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. vour people know without \_eqing r‘he‘,\\'.mrvng peogli
Lpow—those who are in{ opposition 10 what youTre (¢
mgl-r. another statement of the adminism;lion p?sn.mr;
vesterday. Secretary of State George P. Shu\fnz .w‘arnfic,
House leaders thal cutuing off ClA support 0i the an "
Sandinista guerrillas would "'undern'wme Lbehcaunse& i‘m-
peace and gemacracy” and “virtually nesyrc_»y chances for
a nesutiated settlement in Cemr?l Amer.nqi. N
Reagan has repeatediy argued that his admx‘ms\‘r‘d ,U |
i« pot  doing amvthing to 1ty and overthrow the
Nicare government. L
:\‘g\zf\:g}l‘lﬁ)’;;{ Speaker Thomas P. (Tp) Qi\eﬂ} Jr. (E)-
Mase)) said. m effect. that Shultz was asking him o do
.'Lls':nlzdié!\er 1w O'Neill and Y\'}inm'if_\' _Lgader_Ruherj H
Miche! (R-1HL. Shultz said. “The administraton 'p;mtm
10 help bring peace 10 Central America are m)-\\ ??"‘.n.'_
ning 10 bear fruit. } urge the House notw :mp::.e rc:m.a{r
Goms on this poliey and thereby ungermine the cause Q
peace and gemocracy that we all support. o
(' Neill respunded that bhuhz “has reques_\.ed my ..\-:p-
port of a U.S. policy of arming those seeking to over-

throw the government O
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{ Nicaragua.” To achieve peace.;
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O'Neill said. “The U.s snowa sup-
port other governments, not try to
overthrow them.” .

Also vesterday, sources .close to
the Nicaraguan government said the
Sandinistas are preparing {o present
a major new peace initiative to

‘Washington.

(O

The four-part proposal deals with
U.S.-Nicaraguan relations, the con-
flict in El Salvador, and relations
with Honduras and the rest of the
isthmus, the sources said.

The sources cautioned that the
Nicaraguans are anxious to avoid ap-
pearing to give in to U.S. pressure.

Thev described the proposal as a
response not only to the current sit-
uation in Nicaragua but also to what
they calied a slight opening in the
administration  attitude  perceived
last week during conversations be-
tween Sendinista Jeaders and Assist-
ant Secretary of Staie for Latmn
America Langhorne A. Motley.

Todav's House vote on covert aid
10 the anti-Sandiniste guerrillas, ex-
pected 10 be close. will be preceded
by & rare closed debate of classified
information. Unlike the last closed
session on Nicaragua. which was
called by Reagan administration
supporters to defend the covert aid
program there. this one was re-
guested by Rep. Edward P. Boland
(D-Mass.). chairman of the House
Intelligence Commitiee and sponsor
of the amendment o swop funding
the covert operation.

A Democratic siaff aide said
Boland would use the closed session
to “directly chellenge the adminis-
tration on how the support program
helps or hinders regional negotie-
tions” and to “stress how U.S. objec-
tives have changed and how the con-
flict is deepening there with the con-
current greater risk of pulling us in
militarily.”

The aide said congressmen also
were likelv to discuss recent splite
within the ranks of the U.S.-backed
rehele and the degree 1o which the
anti-Sandinista guerrilia groups re-
spond to US. efforts to control
them.
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